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United States Departmenit of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

Mr. Donald E, Mechals

Chinook Indian Tribe, Ine, )
P.O, Box 228 g (¥
Chinook, Washington 98614 Maver 2

Dear Mr. Mechals:

The Branch of Federal Acknowledgment has initially reviewed the €hinook indian
Tribe's petition for Federal acknowledgment far obvious deficiencies and significant
omissions, as required by the acknowledgment regulations, 25 CFR 54.9 (b)e The
petition is in general well-written and thoroughly documented. There are, however,
several areas where additional information or documentation is important to assist our
consideration of the petition.

members of the Chinook Indian Tribe, Ine. If the group is acknowledged, the list
submitted with the petition could well become the group's base roll for some time to
come. For each person on the list, we will need their full name (ineluding maiden
name for married women), address of current residence, and date of birth.

We would also appreciate a clarification of your membership criteria. Page 138, which
covers the charts submitted in the petition, makes reference to tracing to the "annuity
roll of 1815." We assume that this refers to the 1914 "McChesney" roll, submitted as
exhibit 169. What relationship does this qualification bear to the membership criteria
described in the group's governing document? Please note that this is & request for a
clarification and is not intended to challenge the group’s method of determining
membership.

The description of the social organization of the Chinook tribe from the treaty period
until the 1890's would be greatly enhanced if more detail ecould be provided for that

were specific group leaders up to the adoption of a written governing document in
1953, we would appreciate a list of these a8 well. The description of political
processes need not be limited to discussion of particular leaders but may, as the
petition narretive has done, inelude less formalized processes such as group meetings
and actions.

We would also appreciate a clerification of the historieal bands from which the current
Chinook Indian Tribe is descented, At several points the petitior text identifies the
current group with the "Lower Chinook." Elsewhere the petition states the Wahkiakum
band is a predecessar, and the past and present governing documents have membershop
criteria based on descent not only from Lower Chinook but from Wahkiakum,
Kathlamet, Willapa and Clatsop groups, which except for Willapa would be outside
"Lower Chinook" as the petition defines the term. Wahkiakum, according to the
petition, is an Upper Chinookan group. In this connection we would also appreciate
knowing what the relationship is between the current Chinook Tribe, Incorporated and
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the "Wahkiakum Sand of Chinsok Indians® whieh is currently engaged in Ntigation over

treaty fishing rights. In addition, sincs the petition indiested the Chineok Tride, T wnne.,
B te seme degree Invalved ia these esses, we would appreciate knowing

whether it considers itsalf 10 be & party te this litigution.

There are some additional materiale sad questions, listed belew, which will ¢ld =
mumummmmmmm«amm They <o net
reflect secious defisioncies ia the petition dut would be heipful in processing It when it
comen under setive aonsideration.

L Is there additional deeumentation o information svailable concerning the role af the
Chinooks ln the Shaker Chureh and the Nerthwest Federation of Indlans? Sueh
materials would Falp to strengthen the histery.

2. What is the relationship between the Chinoock Indian Tribe and the Chinock Hatlon?
Ke nots that erganizationsl documents snd other materials have beea submitted for
both crganizetions.

3. Plesse provids a list of council members since 1570, a desoription of sommitises the
mmmm.wdmmmmammmmmmm
past flve years.

brkucmﬂamdwmuhmmmthnmmﬁvﬁam
m for in the past five years. ,

5. Please provide samples of tribal mimites or accounts of annual mestings Detwees
1360 and 1970,

We would like te note thet sxhibits 0, 158 and IT$, snd the last twe items listed for
exhidit 139, wers not received with the petiticn. We would appreciate recelving coples
of thess, exespt for exhibit 178, which we anticipate will de available 10 us in the
archives hare n Washington. We would alss eppreciate having & more legibls eopy of
exhibit 146, if one s available o you.
The Ackmewledgment staff will de ia toueh with you by telsphone to discusms the
spenific materials needed to reinfores the petition. We look forward to working with
you teward the completion of wark on this petition. In the meantime, {f you have
questions, please eall Acknowledgment staff on (763) 335-3388 or writs to the Oftice
of the Amistant Secretary - Indian Affairs, 1541 Constitutien Aveaus, KR.W,,
washington, D.C. 20243, Attertiont Branch of Federal Ackrowledgment.

Sinoerely,

Assistaat Seoretary - Incian Affalrs

Enclosure
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